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The Belt and Road Initiative:
China’s conversation with the world

Professor the Honourable Bob CARR

Abstract

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is China’s conversation with the world. It represents a
bold foreign policy formulation. It takes place in the context of China’s own development —
infrastructure investment within the borders of China cannot be overlooked as the world
focuses on its export of infrastructure to South and Central Asia and beyond. Macao offers a
competitive advantage because of its Lusophone heritage, which has resonance in Africa,
Timor-Leste and Brazil. But Macao — historically a gateway to Imperial China — can also
meet a world hunger for education about Chinese culture as China becomes the world’'s
biggest economy.

As the BRI develops, the world will become increasingly focused on identifying
opportunities in private sector investment; the rules that will govern private sector investment;
and opportunities for multilateralism in governance of BRI initiatives. It is timely to begin
working together on this agenda.

BRI BRI EE BB A Febe e & - ARREAF SRR E A &

Director of the Australia-China Relations Institute at the University of Technology Sydney; Former Foreign Minister
of Australia
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Time for the U.S. to Reinforce the Positive
in the Belt and Road Initiative

BEr LT
Dr. Douglas H. PAAL

Abstract

The variety of views within the United States about relations with China contended for
ascendancy for decades. From Nixon to Obama, in every case American presidents
eventually opted for conditional engagement, blending competition with cooperation where
possible. Containment and a new cold war were not realistic options.

Today that has changed. The anchor of stability for U.S.-China relations, long
embedded in the business community’s perception of opportunity in the China market has
come loose. The Trump administration’s National Security Strategy has declared China a
rising power that threatens American interests and seeks to upend the liberal international
order in favor of a new Chinese model of governance.

This is not based on a bad Washington dream. China is accused to have facilitated the
theft of intellectual property, harassed competitors, and favored national champion
companies in ways that are unfair and non-reciprocal. This has now led to a back lash in
trade and investment actions that will reduce opportunities for everyone.

It is important, however, to remember the fundamental interdependence between China
and its trade and supply chain partners that has facilitated global participation. The situation
is too complex for blanket remedies. There must be discrete targets for trying to induce
corrections to negative trends.

By the same token, there should be constructive reinforcement of positive trends. It is in
this light that the U.S. and the west should regard the belt and road initiative.

"R AR e S Rl

Vice President for Studies at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace
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Five-year Program for Macau and
the Overall National Program

Abstract

According to the requirements of the Report of the 19" National Party Congress, from
now to 2020, it is a decisive period for China to accomplish a comprehensively moderately
prosperous society. A mid-term evaluation of the national “13"™ Five-Year Plan” will be
carried out to ensure that goals are achieved on time.

This requires the further integration of the five-year program of Macao with the overall
planning of the country to guarantee that the overall goals, major economic and social
indicators, major tasks, and key projects of 13" Five-year Program are well fulfilled on
schedule, so that Macao’s economic and social development can reach a new level. Here
are some recommendations:

First, carry out the mid-term evaluation of the five-year program. It is necessary to sum
up successful experiences and highlight key points to address the weaknesses and
drawbacks.

EEERBEEIE I &

Dean of Institute for Contemporary China Studies, Tsinghua University

5



2" —H—E"RARMAARERDHNES
Conferéncia Internacional da “Faixa ¢ Rota" ¢ o Desenvolvimento de Macau 2018
-« 2018 International Conference on Belt and Road and Macao's Development

Second, we should do a good job in the development strategy of Macao and the
coordinate work of the country’s development plan for the Guangdong, Hong Kong and
Macao Bay Area, and further clarify the development orientation of Macao and jointly create
a world-class urban agglomeration.

Third, proceed with planning the preliminary research and for the second five-year
program of Macao, and prepare for key projects in advance. Make fully preparations for the
official formulation of Macao’s five-year program and synchronize it with the designing of the
overall national five-year program. These two development programs should form an
interactive relationship.
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Geopolitics and the 215t Century Maritime Silk Road

B BT
Prof. ZHENG Yongnian

As a response to China’s 21%' Century Maritime Silk Road initiative, four countries,
namely, the United States, Japan, Australia and India, have officially accepted the notion of
the Indo-Pacific which was earlier raised by India and Japan.

Japan had struggled to form a “democratic coalition” to counterbalance a rising China in
the Indo-Pacific for years. India, another rising power, has found China’s rise a challenge to
its not only security environment, but also influence in the Asia Pacific region. While its
economy is increasingly dependent on China, Australia is equally uneasy about China’'s
domination in the region.

Before Donald Trump, the US had played the leadership role in counterbalancing
China’s rise in the region. When the US did so, other powers were less motivated to join the
US. They not only chose to be free riders but also wanted to benefit from China’s rise at
least in economic terms. Their incentive has greatly changed since Trump came to power.
The US has “retreated” from the region with Trump’s refusal to provide the region with
“public goods” (such as a rule-based regional order or counterbalancing China). One might
call this the “Trump strategy.” When the US retreated, other powers began to organize
themselves, leading to a transformation in the region’s security dynamics from “the US
initiates, others follow” to “others initiate, the US follows.”

The Indo-Pacific policy concept quickly found its policy impacts. On the security side,
the “Quadrilateral Security Dialogue” widely regarded as the inception of Asia’s “NATO” has
been relaunched. On the economic front, the four powers have raised their own version of
the “one-belt one road” to counterbalance China’s initiative.

China’s security and economic environments are certainly being challenged by the Indo-
Pacific strategy. If not handled properly, Asia will be split into two military blocs, a scenario
that is reminiscent of the Cold War period.

iGN SR R

Director of the East Asian Institute, National University of Singapore
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On How Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
Facilitates the Construction of 21st Century Maritime Silk Road

Abstract

It is the first time in 2018 that Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area was
listed in regional strategies with Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei integration and the Yangtze River
Economic Zone in Report of the Work of the Government, which shows that the region has
become an important part of China’s regional development strategies. Therefore, great efforts
will be taken to facilitate the construction of Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.

Against the backdrop, discussions on how the construction of Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area influences important strategies including the Belt and Road
Initiative are conductive to specifying the role of Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area in China’s development strategies, and giving full play to its role to facilitate China’s
opening to the outside world. The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area is an
important area along the 21% Century Maritime Silk Road, playing its indispensable role to
connect all parts of China and open to the outside world. The region integrating with high-
end resources and facilitating the internationalization of enterprises will be well connected
with the 21% Century Maritime Silk Road, which is conducive to the construction of 21%
Century Maritime Silk Road and building Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
into a world-class bay area.

BRTEE - BEAUINEINE R E BRI R R
Pearl River Scholar; Director of Institute of Studies for the Great Bay Area (Guangdong, Hong-Kong, Macau),
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
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Abstract

Since the introduction of the “Belt and Road” initiative by President Xi Jinping in 2013, it
has been instrumental in promoting multilateral and all-round cooperation between China
and countries along the belt and road. The ultimate goal is to promote peace and co-
development through achieving policy communication, infrastructure connectivity, trade
liberalisation, financial cooperation, and cultural understanding. Cultural understanding is the
foundation of all types of connectivity. Without mutual trust, understanding, and support
between nations and peoples, there will not be peaceful coexistence and collaboration.
Tourism exchanges provide a channel for connecting nations and peoples. In recent years,
the Central Government has been making efforts to develop the tertiary sector. In particular,
tourism is recognised as a means to enhance economic growth and cultural exchange.
According to the estimations of the United Nations World Tourism Organization, China’s
tourism industry contributes more than 10% to the overall national economic growth and
comprehensive employment. In 2016, China continued to be the world’'s largest tourist
source market. It also ranked fourth globally in inbound tourism growth.

Macao’s strategic mission is to develop into a world centre of tourism and leisure. The
competitive advantages of Macao’s tourism industry can be brought into play, that can help
to promote friendly exchanges between China and countries along the belt and road,
especially Southeast Asian countries. However, Macao needs to face its own weaknesses

"R e b R
President of the Institute for Tourism Studies, Macao
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and development obstacles brought by external challenges. The government and industry
should grasp more firmly opportunities brought by regional development, in order to
overcome limitations and advance towards transforming into a world centre of tourism and
leisure, as well as contributing to the development of the Belt and Road Initiative.

21



20N8°—fH—i8" WA FﬂE"I?IEB’“ﬁHu‘IE
- ?USIr ern 1I|c,n1|Cc.m|t or:c crEIITrcR oad 'mIJ-l.'. v mien

FEISEENE | HRREREOERE —F I
Sesséo |l: Construgdo de um Centro Mundial de Turismo e Lazer e “Faixa e Rota”
Dialogue II: Construction of a World Centre of Tourism and Leisure with Belt and Road Initiative

- i 11 £ N <. 52 11 0 4 2

PR FL 2T
Prof. HAO Yufan

LS

BT USRI ORR L B R BB B IR B S T bR R R H AR
FEYEEELE - MR B8 SREEESEIES - &8P "L Ay REEERR St T
FREFARSEG o R/ —ETL” BUE g AVEESIEAR @F‘ﬁTLMﬂHjJEﬁi e
RS OSBRI A E) - WCE SR EE AN o IR TE e E H B TR

AT AP  MEESECE(L ~ e AU ER O TIE S ey —E L
L -

To Speed Up the Building of “Center of World-Class Tourism
and Leisure” with China’s “One Belt, One Road” initiative

Abstract

The construction of the “Centre of World-class Tourism and Leisure” (one Center
scheme) is a strategic plan of the Macao SAR government, in achieving the goals of
sustainable and diversified economic development. The “One Belt and One Road” initiative
(BRI) launched by the central government, provides a golden opportunity for this plan. By
integrating the “one center scheme” into the BRI strategic framework, Macao can use this
much wider platform to gradually absorb more resources and visitors by forming a two-way
interaction with countries along the “One Belt and One Road” initiative. The brand of Macao
may have a broader market and the “Macao Model” of combining unique local culture with
modern management may help the city to shine on the world stage.

TAPTREERIEET R o TRREEEERE
Chair Professor, Dean of Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Macau; Director-General of Grand Thought Think
Tank
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President of the Macao Polytechnic Institute
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Development of a Commercial and Trade Cooperation
Service Platform between China and Portuguese Speaking
Countries with Belt and Road Initiative

BRI
Mr. José Luis de Sales MARQUES

Abstract

Macau enjoys a unique position in the relationship between China and the Portuguese
speaking countries. The use of the Portuguese language as one of the official languages of
the region is together with its historical connections, the pillars of the Forum for Trade and
Cooperation between China and the Portuguese Speaking Countries, also known as Macau
Forum. This Forum, initiated in 2003, is a multidimensional and multilateral platform bringing
together China with 8 Portuguese Speaking Countries (PSC): Angola, Brazil, Cabo-Verde,
East Timor, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Portugal and S&o Tomé and Principe. It interplays
with the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) a comprehensive Chinese strategy of economic
development and international cooperation, involving over 65 countries. It is originally
comprised of building connectivity through massive investments in related infrastructure
along 6 overland economic corridors spreading from China into Europe; and the 21% Century
Maritime Silk Road, linking China through the Indian Ocean to Europe. Other countries and
regions, such as the PSC, could be integrating the BRI in the future.

The development of the Greater Bay Area (GBA) of Guangdong-Hong-Kong and Macau
is aimed at turning this region into a highly competitive world region, a first-class bay area
city cluster, by the year 2030. Both, BRI and GBA are major national priorities, and both
Macau and Hong Kong must be active players in the implementation of those initiatives.

This paper is about the Development of a Commercial and Trade Cooperation Service
Platform between China and the Portuguese Speaking Countries and the roles Macau could
play in the BR and GBA initiatives. What should Macau do in both the public and private
spheres to maximize its potential as a preferential connection between China and the
Portuguese Speaking countries, while diversifying its economy and improving its position as
a multicultural hub?

DAPTEIONE R G R

President of the Board of Directors of the Institute of European Studies of Macau
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The Belt & Road Initiative:
Impact on Chinese Influence in Southeast Asia

Abstract

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), since its inception in late 2013, has drawn
tremendous global attention. The views of political leaders, business people, the media, and
analysts on the prospect of the BRI are ostensibly polarized. One group asserts that the BRI
will dramatically increase Beijing’s global influence, particularly in China’s neighbourhood.
Another group surmises that the BRI will be hindered by insurmountable challenges and is
expected to fail. This paper joins the debate by exploring the impact of the BRI on Southeast
Asia’s regional order. The author holds a middle-ground position and argues that the actual
impact of the BRI should be neither easily dismissed nor overestimated. More likely, the BRI
will help China expand its influence in Southeast Asia to some extent but at the same time, it
has limitations in forging a Sinocentric order in the region. Like China’s economic
engagement with the region in the past decades, the BRI will extend Beijing’s political clout
in the region. However, it is unlikely to lead to a China-centred region due to three major
factors: 1) responses of ASEAN and its member states towards the BRI, 2) China’s
guestionable ability to deliver its BRI promises, and 3) the effects of alternative infrastructure
initiatives proposed by other major powers in Southeast Asia.
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How to Enhance a Cultural Macau—Motherland-backed,
Macau-based and Internationally-minded

Abstract

Macau, a coastal city in East Asia, boasts its unique culture in the world. The distinctive
culture of Macau comprises mainly its Chinese culture and its western cultural elements and
the integration of western culture into Chinese culture is a brilliant card of Macau. Under the
guidance of the Belt and Road Initiative, Macau should integrate its impressive cultural
advantages to make a new chapter for “Cultural Macau”. To build the cultural highland of
Macau, we should first be based on and carry forward the fine traditional Chinese culture,
which is profound and time-honored. Therefore, we should develop cultural confidence and
promote national identity with cultural identity. Secondly, enhancing the profile of cultural
Macau should be rooted in the native land of Macau to give full play to its regional
advantages and to highlight Macau style and features. Thirdly, we must strive to reinforce
the role of Macau as a link between the Portuguese speaking world and the Chinese
speaking world so that the world will know more about the dynamic and diverse city, and the
world will be amazed at Macau, which constantly assimilates and embraces foreign cultures.
In short, the construction of “Cultural Macau” should be based on its local culture and be
open and inclusive so as to make it more fruitful.
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How did the Chinese culture make into the mainstream of
Macau’s traditions? A perspective from how early Chinese
immigrants carried out Chinese culture and customs in Macau

Abstract

Early Chinese immigrants, including Chinese squires and businessmen contributed to
Macau’s traditions with their patriotic feeling towards China and Macau and later made
elements of Chinese culture part of the mainstream of Macau’s traditions. Pagode Sam Cai
Vu Cun was found for the purpose of carrying out Chinese rituals, and strengthening national
identity and sovereignty. With the increasing influence from the western culture, Macau
became a city incorporating both foreign and Chinese cultures, so lots of Chinese families
lived here and did not know much about Chinese traditions. Thus, Chinese traditions faced
severe challenges. Based on this background, Chio Un Lok and Chio Wan Cheng, father
and son from the Chio family, set up courses and schools to spread Confucian culture and
later received good results, as it then became a common practice to establish the Confucian
schools, and to honor and learn Confucianism. Later in modern times, the Portuguese
constitution formed the framework on Macau’'s law system, and consequently caused the
restrictions on Chinese cultures and customs. Regulations of Macau Chinese Customs
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(1909) was issued due to the proclamations of Chinese squires and businessmen,
reclaiming Chinese traditions and rituals on Chinese marriage, property rights, wealth,
inheritance and other aspects. Therefore, this regulation incorporated such various elements
as Portuguese laws, Chinese customs, and some capitalistic concepts of equality and
freedom. Therefore, the Regulations can be regarded as text to reflect the process of the
conflicts and integrations between Chinese customs and European culture.
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